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Critical Reading and Analysis
[bookmark: _GoBack]The biggest challenge for me in this course was overcoming plagiarism. Plagiarism is when an individual uses another person's literary work and presents it as theirs without the consent of the owner (Šprajc et al., 2017). The course involved a lot of new concepts, some of which I had to check from the internet in order to get an in-depth understanding. Besides, the class assignments were also long and involved searching for some of the content from the internet. Consequently, I found myself repeating some concepts. However, with the relentless support from our instructor and my peers, I was able to overcome this challenge. The instructor provided thoughtful insights on how I could overcome this challenge. For instance, I learned that one has to read and understand, and then write down using own words. I also learned that when one makes direct quotes from another person's work, they must cite it at the end. Besides, I learned that, rather than copying and pasting, I could paraphrase and then cite at the end. 
Honestly, I must acknowledge that the course content has and will transform my reading skills immensely. Reading is an activity we cannot avoid. Notably, reading is used regularly in personal as well as work activities. I have learned that critical reading is a process that involves steps like analysis, interpretation, and evaluation (Cottrell, 2017). Analyzing a written text involved determining the main argument on a text, figuring out the supporting information to the main argument, identifying examples used as evidence, and the rhetorical techniques used in the text. Interpretation involves understanding the main argument of a text, involving identifying instances of biasness as well as the form of reasoning used. Evaluation is judging a text to determine its value. Additionally, evaluation involves determining whether the used sources are credible and the moral reasoning of the main argument.      
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